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impatiently awaiting the peace which Hitler would be so
willing to bestow upon us as an alms ? These were ques-
tions which I determined to put in the Petit Parisian of
October 26th, 1939, accompanying them with comment-
aries which, to ensure the absolute clarity of this narrative,
I must place on record :
" With what Frenchman therefore/' so ran a part of my
article, " has he lunched, dined and so forth that he can
prejudge such a collapse on the part of the whole of our nation ?
No ! Until further information comes to light I will not
insult any of the Frenchmen who have made the mistake of
having dealings or friendly relations with him by thinking
that they can have caused us to merit this shameful presump-
tion of his on the subject of our people.
" Well then, what information can his spies be sending
him?
" Because there are four schemers who champ their bits in
the byways which lead to power and who criticise and make
lists with their names in prominent positions, who com-
promise honourable and glorious names without consent of
their bearers and think: ' If I were king . . . / ' and who,
in order to be so, would gladly play the card of surrender,
because of these men do Ribbentrop's agents make him believe
that the moment is propitious for a skilful manoeuvre against
M. Daladier and against our honour ? "
The decisive response to these " malignant offensives "
could only be the " solemn public declaration between
France and Great Britain that neither one nor the other
would conclude a separate peace/' so I insisted once again.
I draw attention to this in passing to mark the date. The
importance of it will appear later.
I certainly expected that my direct references to the
relations of certain Parisians with Heir von Ribbentrop,
as well as to the conspiracies in progress, would cause a
stir. Some good folk who congratulated me on them would
have greatly preferred to cut me to pieces. Others did
not disguise their anger, which caused me keen delight.